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Civil Rights Icon Ruby Bridges Visits Oak Hill 
By Renee L.

On January 6th, Ruby Bridges gave the 8th graders a 

presentation via Zoom about her story of desegregating 

an all white school in 1960.  She was the only black 

student to go to The William Frantz School in New Orleans, 

and once she got there all of the white students left. She 

ended up being alone in a class.  She recounted that as 

she would make her way to the building,  she would get 

mobbed by families and former students, with one person 

carrying a coffin with a black doll in it.  Despite the mob, 

she loved school and said she could learn because of her 

teacher Barbara Henry who made her feel safe. She 

wouldn?t miss a day of school.   She also talked about the 

famous painting by Norman Rockwell painting, The 

Problem We All Live With.  She told the students about 

meeting Former President Barack Obama as well.  At the 

end of the inspiring morning, she emphasized the 

message of passing the torch to the next generation to 

bring good change to the world. She shared that she 

might not reach the top of the mountain, but she knows 

that if enough people are willing to help, we eventually 

will reach the top of the mountain that she is climbing.

   



Remote Check-Out 
By Theo Y. and  Andrew P.

The Oak Hill Library looks very different this year. There?s no browsing the shelves, no playing 
games, and no doing community puzzles. Ms. Stehle,  Oak Hill's Librarian, has been working to 
keep students reading through the Oak Hill Library Schoology page. Ms. Stehle has introduced a 
new program: a program that will get many 
library-loving students excited. This program 

is called Remote Check-out. 

How does this program work? It?s pretty 
simple. First, students at Oak Hill log on to 
the Destiny Discover link on the Oak Hill 
Library homepage using their NPS lasid and 
password. This will place a hold on the book 
of their choosing.  Next, Ms. Stehle will find 
the books on the library shelves or wait for 
them to arrive back at the library.  In order 
to make it is safe to run the program, Ms. 
Stehle is the only person who touches the 
books. She will then bag them, sanitizing 
regularly all the while. When a student?s 
books are ready Ms. Stehle will email them via their NPS Gmail account. Then on the student?s next 
in-person day they can pick up their books, which are placed in a brown paper bag on a table in 
the lobby. When the student is done with their book(s), they can drop them off in a bin in the lobby 
right next to where they picked them up.

Distance students are also welcome to take advantage of the program. They can ask a friend to 
pick up their books for them, or come to the school.  Some distance students have already used 
the program. However, to make it easier for them, distance students are encouraged to use Sora, 
the free ebook and audio-book app. If you?re actively quarantining and can?t leave home, Ms. 
Stehle recommends not to use the program. Why? If you do, then other students can?t borrow their 
book(s) for at least two weeks. 

The Remote Check-Out program was launched on December 17th. Since then it has been very 
successful. Ms. Stehle had been planning the program with other library teachers since August, 
and it?s been a great accomplishment for something that was not easy. ?It is so helpful and there 
are so many resources to use. It?s amazing, and reliable!? said a seventh grade student who used 
the program.

As of press time, students in the sixth grade had been using the program the most, followed by 
seventh. Ms. Stehle hopes to get more eighth grade students borrowing books through remote 
check-out. Only about 10% of students at Oak Hill have used it so far - so if you?re reading this and 
haven?t yet used remote check-out, try it now!



Covid-19 Vaccine

By: Renee L. Aleeza A. Laura Z.

The coronavirus has become something that affects our daily lives. But, will all those changes be reversed 
when the vaccine comes? In December, the FDA approved 2 vaccines, Moderna and Pfizer?s, for emergency 
use, and many people were extremely excited especially health care workers, Dr. Liz Scheufele expressed 
excitement when she found out saying ?I was thrilled and even relieved that we made it over that major 
hurdle in managing the pandemic.?

Although the rollout has been slow, it will help a great deal in the fight against COVID. You may be 
wondering what a vaccine is and how they work. Vaccines are basically a kind of substance that helps 
protect against certain diseases by training our body to create proteins called antibodies to respond to 
them.  

With many Americans questioning whether to get the vaccines and if it?s safe, Oak Hill school nurse, Sue 
Riley, said ?I plan on getting the vaccine as soon as it is offered to me. I feel the benefit of this vaccine to 
myself, my family and the general public far outweighs any potential risks.?  She believes that we should get 
the COVID vaccine when given the opportunity.  Health officials are hopeful that once everyone has gotten 
the vaccines that there will be a new normal.  Nurse Riley said ?It won't be an immediate return to "normal" 
or our old lives as I like to think of it, but it will certainly help.?  If one is still skeptical about getting the 
vaccine Dr. Scheufele advised, ?talk to [your] doctor or medical practitioner about the risk and benefits of 
the COVID-19 vaccines? . Dr. Scheufele experienced side effects that she said, ? were mostly deltoid muscle 
soreness after the first shot that lasted about 2 days.? She also mentioned that after her second shot she 
only felt a litt le bit tired for a day or 2. 

We have been waiting months for the vaccine, which is a beacon of hope for ending the pandemic . 
Pharmaceutical companies Pfizer and Moderna said that their vaccines were  95%  and 94.1% effective. 
Since their approval in  December the vaccine rollout has been bumpy, to say the least. The US didn?t meet 
its goal of 20 million vaccinations by the end of 2020 and it took about 3 weeks into 2021 to reach that 
original goal.  In MA, trying to book an appointment to get the vaccine is difficult. Up until recently the 
vaccine supply is lower than the demand which meant getting an appointment, but not necessarily getting  
the vaccine.

When asked how schools would be affected by the vaccine Dr Scheufele said that, ?The vaccines are not 
approved for young children. One vaccine is for people 18 years old and above, and the other is for people 
16 years old and above,?  Dr. Scheufele explained ,?if many of the adults get the COVID-19 vaccine, that can 
help limit infection and spread among the group at large. This will decrease the risk of spread in schools.? 
Nurse Riley mentioned that ?It will be one piece in the puzzle as we navigate this uncertain time.? Both 
Nurse Riley and Dr. Scheufele repeated the important protocals we all must follow.

- Wear a face covering that covers your nose and mouth
- Maintain appropriate distance, 6 ft, to prevent exposure
- Keep hands and environment clean
- Avoid exposure to illness and stay home when you are sick



The Arts at Oak Hill

By: Ira S. and Ariel L.

There are many so many aspects to Oak Hill school life. The arts at Oak Hill is active and very much a part 

of the community. One of the arts at Oak Hill is theater, or drama class. Every student in sixth and eighth 

grade takes Drama for one semester.  According to Drama teacher Ms. Collela, drama traditionally is 

mainly focused on rehearsing and performing, but this year because of Covid, the focus has shifted to 

creative writing. So far, eighth graders have been ?writing original 

dialogues and monologues?, says Ms. Colella, and sixth graders have been 

working on ?a solo pantomimed performance, as well as creating an 

outline for an originally devised scene to pitch to the class as a group.? 

Nevertheless, other aspects of drama class have stayed mostly the same. 

Group performances are still able to be done to some extent over zoom, 

and solo performances can still be submitted through programs like 

Flipgrid. But, despite all the compromises that have to be made, Ms. 

Colella says that she is optimistic about the future, when things can return 

to normal and when students and teachers are able to interact in person.

An art form that is very much a part of Oak Hill is music. Oak Hill has a wide variety of programs, 
including music class, orchestra, band, and choir. Mr. Cutler directs most of the music classes, orchestra, 
and choir. Ms. Kleyensteuber teaches band and shares that these classes universal goals each year 
include helping students feel ?comfortable with their level of ability on an instrument, confident with their 
ability to learn and improve on that instrument and in their ability to practice/learn music on their own.? 

Students in band under normal circumstances also work towards a 
common goal of putting on a concert performance, and learning 
?more advanced musical concepts?. COVID-19 has allowed and 
pushed students to achieve their goals in different ways. The 
biggest challenge is that band can no longer practice together in 
person at all, and can rarely practice virtually. But, they continue to 
adapt, and there may even be a virtual concert this year!  She said 
that beyond just learning the skills to play music independently, 
she hopes that what students take away from band is that ?making 
music is fun and anyone can do it with the right support and 
mindset. It is about experiencing a ?sense of community  and ?how 
much you can learn from others?. 



One of the most unique offerings at Oak Hill is the musical productions. This year 's musical  is Annie Jr. 

based on the comic strip Little Orphan Annie. The story centers around an orphaned girl who wants to 

find her biological parents who abandoned her as a baby. This 

year, unlike any other year, the pandemic has forced many of us to 

change our practices, and this has strongly affected the musical 

and everybody working on it. Performances in typical years would 

have 50-100 students in total, including all the people performing 

and backstage, while this year there are only about 20 total. This 

year the musical will not be on stage; rehearsals are all on zoom so 

everyone is 

able to practice at home. Cast members will still 

have resources such as costumes, but this year 

voice tones and facial expressions will be key.

Last but not least, an art form that connects the 

school is  art class.  Without the usual supplies used 

in class, such as mixed paints, and cut color papers, 

students use recycled materials and items needed 

for regular school work. One of the goals of art 

class is to be able to let students take their eyes off 

the screens and be creative. Like many other teachers Ms. Calhoun shared, ?I certainly miss teaching 

everyone in person. I am so happy to see Oak Hill artists creating unique works of art, seeing everyone?s 

creativity while at home brings me so much joy!?

Even in the midst of a pandemic, Oak Hill continues to offer strong arts programs that have adapted to 

the circumstances.



New Hobbies During Covid

By, Axl S, Anika T, and Roaa B.

During COVID, many of our usual activities and hobbies have been 
delayed or changed. Many people have opted into doing different 

activities both indoors and outdoors.  

After a very unscientific poll this is what people said they are doing.

Outdoor: First Place: «WALKING!»

Walking. Something that most people enjoy doing. Who wouldn?t? It?s a 
simple task that is easy and fun, and doesn?t take much energy. Unlike?  

Outdoor: Second Place: «RUNNING!»

Running! It?s also a good outdoor activity for people who like to walk. It?s 
like the next stage: walking, lightly jogging then running.  Running takes 
many forms, such as casual runs, 5ks, 10ks or marathons. And in third 
place?

Outdoor: Third Place: «BIKING!»

Biking is something humans had to create!  The only issue is that bikes do 
cost a lot of money. But a good one will keep you happy for all your days. 

Indoor: First Place: «ART»

In first place for indoor activities, we have Art! Lots of people picked art 
for their new indoor activity this year, and for good reason! Art covers a 
broad range of activities, meaning people can do what they want as long 
as it involves creativity. In second place is 

Indoor: Second Place: «VIDEO GAMES!»

Video games come in second, due to the fact that the overwhelming 
amount of art related activities was the majority of answers. Video games 
are a great way to relax. Unless you're playing some sort of survival game. 
Then it?s a terrible way to relax, because you will spend half your time 
trying to "survive". And in third place, we have?

Indoor: Third Place: «BOOKS!»

We have books! This includes Books, E-Books, the disk-like Audio-Books 
you can put into your car, and E-Audio-books (the online version of 
audio-books). Books can take you on magical adventures, or tell you 
boring facts about how to write variables in java. Either way, books are a 
vault for information and imagination. 

Note: These rankings were created using a small amount of data. If there were more votes to a 

certain activity than the other, it automatically has earned a higher place among the hobby ranking



The Resumption of Sports 

By Kinaan S., Neilesh A., and Sebastian A.

Ever since the Coronavirus outbreak, many sports have been 

canceled  but some have recently been brought back  due to a 

better understanding of the disease. There  are certain protocols 

though if the sports are going to be played. 

The NBA made some adjustments for the 2019/2020 playoffs, they chose one stadium that all the 

teams would play in, they called it the bubble. The NBA (National Basketball Association)  also did 

not allow fans to attend the games, however they did show it on the big screens in the stadium so 

fans could still represent and cheer on their team. The English Soccer Premier league along with 

many other soccer leagues restarted last  June as a safety choice. There weren't any fans in 

attendance but a bit after the start of  the 2020 to 2021 season a few teams were allowed to hold 

2000 fans in the stadium. Unfortunately due to a spike in the cases in England, fans are not 

allowed to go to the stadiums currently in the English Premier League. The NHL (National Hockey 

league) delayed the start of the season until January 13th and will now play 56 games. The NFL  

(National Football League)  left it to individual teams  to decide how many people would be allowed 

into a stadium.

Here at Oak Hill, when the Coronavirus outbreak shut down the school last year, it also ended  the 

sports season for the school.  Midway through this school year, Oak Hill has opened up two new 

sports,  badminton and basketball. The decision was based upon the idea that here are ways we 

can protect ourselves in sports like badminton and basketball. One way is to wear masks and 

social distance. If you can bring your own birdie or racket it is encouraged although they do 

provide them if needed. Also If you need a break or a drink of water you have to do it away from 

other people. Another rule they have made for the Oak Hill Basketball Club is 

that players can not do scrimmages because basketball is a contact sport and 

contact is not encouraged because of Covid-19. 

Ever since the global shutdown on March 13th 2020, sports has changed and will 

be until it?s safe for it to go back to normal. For now, we should just be thankful 

that there is sports to watch.



The Winter Holidays
By: Emma  R, Kiran P, Tony W.

Staying safe and not being with  friends and 
family during the holidays  and beyond has been  
sad, but for the best. Gatherings are not 
necessarily advised, but if you are going to have 
one, here are a few suggestions from the CDC to 
keep you, your family, your peers, and teachers 
safe. Ways to avoid this virus include keeping 
clean. During gatherings you should wash hands 
often, do not touch your face, and wear masks. 
Also, you should be careful around and in 
gatherings. Even though family and  friends 
might be tempting to hug and touch, you should 
remain 6 feet (2 arm lengths) apart. Lastly, make 
sure that the place your group is meeting has a 
low COVID-19 risk. Higher risk in places means 
you are more likely to get COVID-19 and possibly 
will spread it. Regardless of how close you might 
be to someone, even the best of relationships 
can suffer if you can't spend any time together. 
Holidays and vacations with family give us the 
opportunities to take a break from work and 
school. With a vaccine on its way, the hope is by 
this time next year we will have seen friends and 
family safely!

Report Cards
An Oak Hill Times Editorial

By: Victor L.

 In this new and rather strange school year a lot has 
changed, from classes and time periods to remote 
afternoons. Something else has changed as well, the 
grading system. Now with Covid, hybrid and distance 
learning, Oak Hill has implemented a new grading 
system for report cards. -  A, B, Passing, and No 
Grade. A means that you did very well, B means that 
it?s good but it could be better, P means that it could 
be better but it?ll pass, and NG (no grade) means that 
you didn?t complete enough work to be graded. For 
those wondering why this new system was 
implemented there are solid answers. This system is 
very simple and will work for the time being. Yet, we 
need to think about what happens when this system 
is removed and everything goes back to how it has 
been in the past. It should be understood that it 
might be difficult to suddenly transition back. 
According to Assistant Principal Dr. Bercaw,  this 
system came about after last year?s grading system of 
a P/NG. The teachers have a better grasp of online 
teaching, and want the students who face challenges 
to be able to be successful even though they can?t 
engage in learning as much as they could before. He 
said that the pros  of this adapted system is that 
students are not penalized with a D or F because 
there might be conditions that they can?t control. 
Some cons associated with  the new system are that 
the students who are motivated  by the letter grade 
might not be as motivated as they used to be. Overall 
the new system is effective for these times, for it 
lessens the pressure on everybody, but  we need to 
be mindful that students will need to adjust back to 
pre Covid grading. The Oak Hill Times encourages 
everyone involved to be patient and open minded.
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Calendar
Tr im est er  2  Ends

03/19/2021
Tr im est er  3  St ar t s

03/22/2021

Good Fr iday (no school)

04/02/2021
Spr ing Break  

04/17/2021- 04/25/2021

Progress Repor t  Week 

05/03/2021- 05/07/2021

Mem or ial Day 

05/31/2021
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